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Kathie George
Kettering, Ohio

Rush Hour 1
watercolor batik on rice paper, 22x17

My daughter and I took a trip to Thailand and Vietnam in the fall of 2019. The
colorful shapes and strong sunlight of the floating market made it an artist’s
dream subject. Then, I walked up some stairs and across a bridge where I saw
this tangle of shapes and colors. I knew at that moment I wanted to paint it,
and the scene became my inspiration for Rush Hour 1.
I work in all types of watermedia, but more than 30 years ago I altered the
traditional method of fabric batik, which uses dyes, to a process using watercolor and textured rice paper. This is now what I’m primarily known for.
With my technique you use wax as a resist, much like masking fluid is used
in traditional watercolor paintings. It’s a process of layering the wax and watercolor washes to build up the values.
The waxing is the most important
part and, although you may try to be
precise, there’s nothing exact about
this method. You’re going to get both
wax and color where you don’t want
them, but that’s what creates the special look no other process can give you.
In the end, you iron off the wax, and
wow—it’s like opening a package at
Christmas!
This year my focus has been on simplifying my compositions, and Rush
Hour 1 presented a challenge. It may
not look like it, but I took out a lot of
information: background shops, life
jackets, piles of fruit, flags and a couple
of umbrellas. I also simplified the color
throughout and tried to lead the eye
with light rectangular shapes.
— Kat h i e G e o r g e
In general, I love the first stages of
creating a piece, when I have the idea
sparking in my mind and I put on those
first larger washes. I’m always full of hope and anticipation. Then comes the
difficult part—the middle—when I really dig in and develop the bones of the
piece. The painting can go either way, for better or for worse. I really have to
fight off the doubt and forge ahead. I also love the last stages, when I can add
bits of color or detail. It’s the icing on the cake and my reward for sticking it out.

“I had many doubts,
but I kept working
and believing that
I could do it if only
I didn’t give up.
I don’t think that
doubt ever leaves
you as an artist, but
it’s something we
learn to live with.”

My Advice
To those just starting
out, don’t ever give
up your dream. I’m
in my 60s now, and
there’s still a lot for
me to learn, but I can
tell you, there’s time
for all of us. Anything
you can dream can
come true.

Visit kathiegeorge.com.

My Art story
I’d always dreamed of being an artist. Art wasn’t offered in my high school,
but my husband signed me up for a college art class. I painted all the
time after that. That’s not to say I considered myself an artist. I had many
doubts, but I kept working and believing that I could do it if only I didn’t give
up. I don’t think that doubt ever leaves you as an artist, but it’s something
we learn to live with. It almost seems that one day I woke up and happily
thought to myself, I’m an artist!
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